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To the Right Worſhipful 


fohn Cornelius, Eſq; 3 
he Steward, Gent. C Bayliffs. 


The Worſhipful the Port men, and other 
the Worthy Members of the Autient 
„and Loyal Borowh of IPSIVICH. 


GENTLEMEN, 


FON ſ% Great and Solemi; 
WW Occaſion of National Feſtivi- 
1 ty, whilſt the Hearts of the 
| Sy People were like David's, 
[ rightly tun'd and ready for Praiſe: 
By . ſtrikirg but in Conſort with the ge- 
neral Harmouy, without any Maſterly 
touches, a plain Diſcourſe might prove 
4 2 aorceable 
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agreeable that wanted every thing elſe to 


recommend it, but the Sincerity of the In- 


tention. It was caſy to give ſome Strictures 
„ the univerſal Gladneſs which at that 


' Time diſcover d it ſelf i in every Look, and 


only waited to exert it ſelf in more open 


and ſplendid Teſtimonies ſuitable to the 
Magnificence of the Day. Now the Pub- 
Iuk Rejoycing is over with you for this 
Seaſon ; ſince you ſeem to bave enter- 
tamed a favourable Opinion that thu Re- 
membrance of one of the principal Cauſes 
of it, may render the Annual returns more 
Welcome, and contribute its Share to en- 
liven an Affection in its own Nature aud 
Motrves fo permanent and diſfuſive; it 15 
with all Humility and Reſpect preſented to 
Your Acceptance, the Candor of ot bers, and 
the Cenſure (T hope) but of a few, by 


Your moſt Obedient, 


and Humble Servant, 


Will. Curtis. 
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R's 


, 
| { 


PSALM XCVIL 7, 8. 


Confounded be all they that ſerve Graven 
Images, that boaft themſelves of Idols: 
Worſhip him all ye Gods. 

Lion heard, and was glad, and the Daugh- 
ters of Judah rejuyced ; becauſe of thy 
Judements, O Lord. 


N appears from the tenor 
of this Pſalm that it was 
compoſed for the glorify- 
ing Go p upon a molt won- 

dertul diſplay of his Righte- 
ouſneſs and Favour to the People of 


his Inheritance, and their King ; after 


that David had obtained the defired 
Succeſs againſt his and their Enemies, 
and was arrived to the utmoft height 
of 


1 
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of Dominion and Serenity of State ; 


having brought the contending Heathen 
Nations to acknowledge his Empire, 
and eſtabliſned the Throne of his Houle 


in that Grandour and Felicity, as not to 
be apprehenſive of any future Danger 
or Moleſtations from them. 


Ir is evident alfo from the goodneſs of 


God, and the Declarations of his Holy 
Spirit, that theſe Tranſactions and the 
ſuitable Remarks made upon them, as 
| they hapened to them for En- 
ſamples, fo they are Written 
for our Admonition, upon whom the ends 
of the World are come. 

AND altho' under this extream di- 
ſtance of Time, Diſcrepancy of Cuſtoms 
and Circumſtances, and Dzverſity of Tem- 
pers, and Conſtitutions of Government, 
great Caution ought to be uſed in form- 
ing Compariſions, eſpecially of Perſons ; 
ſome being 1n a manner exempted from 
all Rivalſhip, by the Sublime Chara- 
cters and Qualifications, wherein the 
1 2 80 deſcribes them to us; as par- 
ticularly King David and Solomon his 
Son; the former for his Piety, being 


1 Cor. 10, Is; 


— 
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i 
fingled out as « Man after God's own 
Heart, and the other fo diſtinguiſhed 
by his Comprehenfive Knowledge and 
Political Conduct, as to be pronounced 
Wiſer than all Men. Words that will 
not admit of any Competition. 
NEVERTHELESS in the ſtated 
Methods of Gop's Governing the Na- 
tions upon Earth, as the Scripture Hi- 
ſtory ot the Divine Providence exhibits 
them to us in different traces; whether 
in Mercy crowning and rewarding their 
Obedience with all manner of Tempo- 
ral Bleſſings, or in Juſtice viſiting them 
with fignal and publick Calamities, as 
often as they ſwerved from it. Theſe 
are ſo legible and emproving, that they 
ought to be generally obſerved and tho- 
roughly apply'd. 
Wr have them both fpecify'd in the 
Text in the peculiar Caſe of Publick 
Divine Worſhip, and either of them re- 
commended as matter of Gli) a „ 
to God; in which we may ber- 
hold both his Severity and Goodneſs, his 
Severity towards them that fall from 
the rectitude of his Service, but his: 
CHoadneſs 
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ed be all they that ſerve Graven [age 
that boaſt themſalueh of Idols : Wor Fig 6 


a, e nay Zion beard, and was glad, 


the Daughters of Fudab rejoyced ; be- 
pave” of thy Judaments, O Lord. 


BEFORE we come to make ſuch 
Obſervations from this Paſſage, as Reaſon, 


and the Nature of Things, led by the 


Analygy of Scripture may fairly ſuggeſt, 


it may be requiſite to Mitigate ſome 


harſhneſs the Expreſſions may ſeem to 


bear to the unupprized or unwary Rea- 
der, different from the Original Senſe 


and Scope of them. .. 
TRE firſt relates to our Enemies, the 


ſecond to our Friends, and the third to 


the Maker and Governor of us all. The 
very firft Words Confounded be all they, 
not rightly underſtood may be inter- 
preted to juſtify a Zoody Mind, and up- 
hold an Inclination to Cruclty aud Re- 
venge, contrary to the Genius and Spirit 
of all true Religion; even under the 
Law where Wrath had ſometimes, à 


greater looſe, the inſulting Men's Per- 
{ons 


Goodneſs towards thole that preſerve the 
Sincerity and Purity thereof. Confound- 


1959 


ſons was reſtrained. Rejoyce not when 
thine Enemy falletb, let not thine , 
Heart be glad when he ftumbleth, e 
leaſt the Lord ſee it and it diſpleaſe him. 
And we are told that Vengeance belongs 
to GOD, and that he alone will Re- 
pay it; but the Goſpel goes further, 
and teaches to Love our Enemies, and 
Pray for them that hate us. And even 
here the Word Confounded does not re- 
late to their Perſons, but their evil De- 
n and corrupt Devices and Innovation; 
it deſtroys not the Image Go p, but 
the Stratagems and Service of the De- 
| vil, as the Words by which the other 
Verſions renders it as plainly denote 
. (Sept.) Pudehant (V. Lat.) let their 
Falſe Principles and Wicked Pradices 
be expoſed, and all their Meaſures b;oken, 
ſo that they ſhall never be able to ob- 
tain their ends. And this in a Bufineſs 
ſo pregnant with Miſcbief and Guilt as 
the ſetting up Idalatry aud a Falſe 
Worſhip, is what every good Man will 
lend his Hand to effect, eſpecially thoſe 
that are entruſted with Power and Au- 
B orit) 


(8) 


Goodneſs towards thole that preſerve the 
Sincerity and Purity thereof. Confound- 


Sy 


ed be all they that ſerve. raven  [inage 
that boaſt themſelves of Idols : Wh 97 U Fig 8 


2 ky. rx Zion heard, and was glad; 
72 Daughters of Judah rejoyced; be- 


yan? of thy Judaments, O Lord. 


BErorRE we come to make {ſuch 
Obſervations from this Paſſage, as Reaſon, 


and the Nature of Things, led by the 


Analogy of Scripture may fairly ſuggeſt, 
it may be requiſite to Mitigate ſome 
harſhneſs the Expreſſions. may ſeem to 
bear to the unupprized or unwary Rea- 
der, different from the Original Senſe 
and Scope of them. 

TE firſt relates to our Enemies, the 
ſecond to our Friends, and the third to 
the Maker and Governor of us all. The 
very firſt Words Confounded be all they, 
not | rightly underſtood may be inter- 
preted to juſtify a Bloody Mind, and. u 
hold an Inclination to Cruelty 7 
venge, contrary to the Genius 4 Spirit 
of all true Religion; even under the 
Law where Wrath had ſometimes a 
greater looſe, the inſulting Men's Per- 
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(9. 
ſons was reſtrained. Rejoyce not when 
thine Enemy falleth, let not thine 

Heart begladwhen he flumblath, © oO 
leaſt the Lord ſee it and it diſpleaſe bim. 
And we are told that Vengeance belongs 
to GOD, and that he alone will Re- 
pay it; but the Goſpel goes further, 
and teaches to Love our Enemies, and 
Pray for them that hate us. And even 
here the Word Confounded does not re- 
late to their Perſons, but their evil De- 
n and corrupt Devices and Innovations ; 
it deſtroys not the Image Go p, but 
the Stratagems and Service of the De- 
vil, as the Words by which the other 
Verſions renders it as plainly denote 
AN $172747 (Sept.) Pudefiant (V. Lat.) let their 
Falſe Principles and Wicked Practices 
be expoſed, and all their Meaſures broken, 
ſo that they ſhall never be able to ob- 
tain their ends. And this in a Bufineſs 
ſo pregnant with Miſcbief and Guilt as 
the ſetting up Idalatry and a Falſe 
Worſhip, is what every good Man will 
lend his Hand to effect, eſpecially thoſe 
that are entruſted with Power and Au- 
1 B ority 
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#hority for that purpoſe. Worſhip him 
all ye Gods. 


AN p here it may be ask'd, Is not 
this the grofleſt Flattery to our Rwlers 
to whom we owe the greateſt Reſped, 
and whole Station too much exalted 
may tempt them to forget their Mor- 
tal Condition? O KING r1ve For 
Ever. ls not this too bold an Hy- 
per bole that penetrates the very Hea- 
9. %? No, It bears with it not the 
leiſt Invaſion of the Divine Nature or 
Prerogative ; the Word is but "«>24, 
and Perſons of the higheſt Dignity and 
Station are never ſtiled Gods in any o- 
ther Senſe, or for any other Reaſon, 
but as they hive Authority delegated 
to them from above, are engaged in 
Gop's Vork, and act in his ſtead; 
for they Judge not for Men, but for the 
Lord. And leaſt they ſhould preſume 


too far upon it, there is uſually ſome 


abatement or Memento annexed to in- 
ſpire Humility, J have ſaid ye are Gods, 
but ye fhall dye like Men, and fall like 
one of the Princes. Be Wiſe therefore 


Oe Kings, be Inſtructed ye Judges of 
the 
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q the Earth, ſorts the Lord with Fear, 


and rejoyce with Trembling. 

Bur how the Judements of Gop, 
underſtanding thereby the Deſolations 
that are wrought upon the Earth when 
he with Rebukes doth chaſten Men jor 
Sin; how this can be matter of Joy for 
Zion to be glad thereof, fince Go p him- 
ſelf calls it his ſtrange Work, is ano- 
ther Difficulty that muſt be ſolved, by 
pointing out the different Signitications 
of the : Ar. Judgment is often taken 
in a milder, that is a regal, and not 
a forenſick Senſe; as here referring to 
Victory and Conqueſts lately obtained 
over the oppoſers of all true Piety; 
it has its Explanation in the Verſe fol- 
lowing, Ie Lord i high above all , . „ 
Earth. He Reigneth, let the Myl- Vene 1. 
titude of the Iſles be glad thercoſ. It ought 
to be ſo acknowledged when his King- 
dom prevails, and together with the 
Temporal Welfare of any People, his 
true Worſeip is reſtor'd and preſerv'd 
in its utmoſt Decency and Purity. 

TRE Text being ſufficiently clear'd, 
the Occaſn may lead us to make a 

B 2 double 
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; co de 
double Enquirey upon it, which every 
good Chriſtian may be conceived either 
to be, or to have a defire to be, ſa- 
tisfy'd concerning. 


I. AS long as the Jewiſh Govern- 
ment ſtood, what mig bi be the Rea- 
ſons and Inducements that upheld this ſo 
great Concern and Vigulancy among ſt all 
wiſe and good Men, and fmcere Lovers 
of their Religion and Countries good, and 
even among the Populacy thereof whilſt 
rightly in formed, againſt the Practice and 


| Contagion here ſpeciſied? And the many 


and juſt Cauſes thry had to be thankful to 
GOD, whenever they were freed from J- 
dclatry, or had gained any conſiderable Ad- 


Vantages againſt it. 


II. IF there be any Deficiency or Cor- 
ruption in Divine Service as the State 
of Religion nom 16, any where in the Chriſti- 
an World, that may be fairly chargeable 
with the culpeableneſs or ill Conſequences 
of Idclatry, or ſuch affinity and near ap- 
preaches to ut, that 1 they be ſuffered 
ever to prevail, would be fatal and deſtru- 


ate 


. 
dive to our Welfare and Proſperity both 
in Church and State. e 

AND if upon the Reſcarch it be 
found that there are ſuch impious Pra- 
ctices, and daring attempts ſtill kept on 
Foot ; then the Obſervation and Con- 
cluficn will be allowed to be Juſt and 
Copgent. 


III. THAT we of ths Church and 
Nation have as much Reaſon to keep upon 
our Guard againſt ſuch Idolatrous Encroach- 
ments and Innovations, and as great or grea- 
ter Arguments te be Thankful to GOD 
for our paſt Delwerances from it, as ihe 
Jews his antient People had, or coul 1 Have, 
or any other Nation under the Sum, 

For we may reſt upon this as,un- 
deniable Maxim, that in Proportion to 
the Excellency of any Government, and 
the Purity of any Religion, fo ought 
every fincere Member and Friend of 
either to enlarge their Hearts with 


Praiſe for its Preſervation and Prote- 


&ion, and Prayer for the Continuance 
of its W ell-bang ; and hence is Verſe 11, 


ſprung 


(14) 
ſprung up 4 Light for the Righteous, and 
10% ul gladneſs for all ſuch as are true heart- 
; 


I. Tax Children of Iſracl when not 


under Inſatuation, were very careful to 
preſerve themſelves from the damage 
and infection of [dolatry: And ſo it ſtood 
them in hand to be; for they were the 
leaſt of all Peeple, and their only De- 
tence lay in having the Lord for tbeir 
God ; they were hemm'd in by bad 
Neighbours, Gebal, and Ammon, and A- 
maleck, the Philiſtius alſo, and them that 
dwelt at Tyre, all Confederate againſt them. 
Nay, ſome of this [dolatrous Crew were 
ſo riveted in the Bowels of the Promiſ- 
ed Land, as they could not be rooted 


out; lodged there on purpoſe to keep 


them mindful of the True Gop, or 
elſe to prove Scourages in their Sides, and 
Thorns m thar Eyes. And when any 


of thele were ſuffer'd to get Ground, 


| bitrary, Cruel and Domineering Peo- 
ple upon Earth, and glory'd in their 
being o. For as the Tſraclites inhabit- 

ed 


they ſhewed themſelves the moſt Ar- 
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ed great and goodly Cities which they build- 
ed not, and dwelt in Houſes full of good 
I bine which themſelves filled not, but 
the {dolatrous Nations before them, 
which they had as ſtrong an Inclina- 
tion to Regarn, as the other had to 
Po jeſs them, to whom Gop had given 
them. In the Struggle when ever Je- 


furun grew faint, and Moſes's Hands 


hung down, Religion and Liberty were 
quite loſt, and Property aboliſh'd, and 
all the Miſeries brought upon Jacob's 
Seed that any People could ſuſtain. 
It would be tedious to enumerate the 
dreadtul Calamitzes they ſuffer'd by this 
means, under ſome of their Judges, 
when they were harraſs'd and inſulted 
to that degree of Slavery as not to be 
allowed Weapons for Selt-defence, but 


only a File to ſharpen the Goads they drove 


the Oxon withal ; and 'twas well they 
had any, and that the Phil:ftins had 
not drove them away for them into 
their own Diſtrict. They ſpar'd not 
their moſt Hay Things, bug did all 
they could to Prophane them, the Ark 
of the Covenant they carry'd into the 

Temple 


(16) 
Temp'e of the accurſed Idol, but Da- 
gon himſelf was obliged to Conſound the 
wiſe Choſe of his Votaries, when he 
fell down upon his Face before Jebavab. 
Worſhip lum all ye Gods. = 
AND as to the REGAL STATE, ſince 
they muſt needs be for miking the Ex- 
periment too often to their Colt ; there 
was not ſo much as one of their Kings 
that ſate upon the Throne of Jah or 
Jracl that ever Proſper'd, after th? a- 
buſe of their Authority in Countenanc- 
ing or ſetting up Falſe Worſhip. 
Gop ſet a Mark upon Abax for it 
. worſe than Cain 's, this is THAFT 
Ning Ahaz, as if he had point- 
ed bim out for quick Deſtruction, be- 
cauſe he was ſo impious and abſurd 
as to put his Truſt zz Idals, and 10 
Sacrifice to them that they mig bt help bim, 
But they could not help bim, but were the 
rum of bim and of all Iſrael. Hence the 
Sword, the Peſtilance and Dearth, and 
all thoſe other Judgments that lay waſt 
the Earth before them, received their 
Commiſſions for Viſitation, and at length 
for total Exciſiun; Kings, Prieſts and 
People 
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#644, 4 ; 
Pegple ſplitting upon the fame Rock 
were driven away into Captivity, Je- 
ruſalem was made 4 heap ; and of the Lem. 
ple that was the Wonder of the World, 
not one Stone left upon anotber. 

So that it is no Wonder as fore- 
ſeeing this, that their ALL depend- 
ed upon it; the Jews whilſt their Go- 
YERNMENT. laſted, had ſuch an ab: 
horrence againſt Idolatry, and Care to, 
keep it at a diſtance trom them. There. 
were no ſuch Thankſgivings as they 


celebrated from Time to Time, fo oft 


as Gon vouchſafed them any Delive- 
rance from, or gave them Success g. 
gauiſt their Oppreſſors; as they eſcaped 
their Hands whenever Repertance inter- 
yened and Mercy upon it, and the 
Storms were entirely diſperſed, when 
Lion heard of iu fhe was glad, aud the 
Daughters of Judah rejaxced. All their 
Feſtival Sdlenmirigs as they were expret- 
ſed and directed by the true Wotthip 


EX. 4-9 


aroſe from 
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of Gon, ig they chiefly 
the Proſperity of THAF 


: ; Lk + 


Wie. 
AF the Feaſt of the Dedication of 


Solomon's Temple, which was iran. 
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1 
ed at this Seaſon, if not including this 
Day, for it ſucceeded that of I aberna- 
cles, and was held Seven Days, and on 
the Eiyhth Day the King diſmiſſed the 
People and bleſſed them, and they departed 
Glad and Merry m Heart for the Good- 
neſ, that GO D had ſhewed into Iſrael 
his People. 

AND as oft as GoD raiſed up to 
Fudah a Pious Prince to fit upon the 


Throne of David, with a Zeal like his 


for promoting the Service of the true 


GO; the People exprefled their Du- 
tifuſneſs upon it with all the Tokens of 
a Religious and undiſſembled Joy deli- 
vered principally at his Coronation ; 
the moſt exact Account of which we 
have of that of Young King Joafſh. When 
Jehoiada the Prieſt brought 
forth (him) the King's Son, 
and put the Crown upon him, and gave him 
the Teſtimony, and they made him King, 
(that 1s Recogniz'd him as their Right- 
ful Sovereign) and anointed him (as ſuch) 


and they clapt their Hands and ſaid, God 
ſave the King, 
| N ow 


2 Kings 11. 12, 


\ 
5 
2 

„ 

* 
3 0 
F | 
* 

& 

- * 

4 * P 


(19) 


Now what ſhould be the meaning 
of the great Confluence and Exuberant 
Gladneſs of the People at that more 
than at any other Acceſſion ? J he Rea- 
ſon muſt be becauſe they were aſſured 
that being Educated in the Iemple, 


brought up in Sound Maxims of Piet 


and Godly Policy, and inſtructed well 
to Reign, he would make the Peace 
and Weltare of the true Religion his 
chiefeft Care, and baniſh the Idols out 
of the Holy Land ; as accordingly he 
did for ſome tune, but he did not per- 


ſevere in it, and that was the Reaſon 


— * 1s 
1 


that Things went ſo ill with him at 
the Conclufign of his Reign. But his 
firſt Undertaking was, and in which 
he was aſſiſted by the Zeal of the whole 
Nation, to pull down Baals Altars and 
Repair the Temple of the moſt High, 


| | the Inviſible, the only true Gop. And 


look, ſo far as this was his Aim and 


Counſel in every Work that he began in 


the Service of the Houſe of God, and in 
the Lam and in the Commandments of 


God, and did with all his Miabt he pro- 
ſper'd. 
CG 2 BUT 


(80) 

BU ſofne einn I mig he nt be 
ele vated at ſüch Projperity, 97 take the 
Demolition of 2 at 7 time to 
be ſuch an extra 2 775 Matter of 


Tt Balg rung *: Had 8 eßticiſm, Dei ſm, or 


Eee. I hunting beeñ at #e height then 
to which they are arrived fince, it might 
ha ve been urged as Matter of Wonder 
and Complaint, « That all this Out- 
cry ſhould be made againft falling 
& 30h before 2 Scnſdeft Jan Which 
re we are told is nothing, and therefore 

* can have no Properties or Effedts, and 

if it can't do any good, can do no 


harm: It may ſeem ſtrange the juſt 


* Got ſhould direct the ſevereſt Ar- 
« rohys of his Vengeance againſt a fim- 
& ple Error in Worſbip, as much or more 
G& than againſt the moſt Criminal Tranſ- 
ce greſſions in Life and Manners that 
WM certainly © are, (whereas this does not 
appear to be ſo) prejuditial to the 
0 Peace and Welfare of Human Socie- 
© ty; are not Numbers and Riches 
&© the Strength and Sinewes'of any Body 
“ Politick, whilſt ſupported by an Im- 
partial Encourageinent! ? And has not 
© 'every 
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every Mam a natural Right to fuch 
* Poſt of Hovour, Truft or Porver as 
© Come in his Way ? ? Why then may 
& not an honeſt Heathen of 1dolarcy as 
dc well as a Few, or thoſe that ditfer 
56 leſſer Matters, be permitted to re- 
main in the Promiſe and, and free- 
by ly to enjoy it himſelf, and make 
c Profelites to his Worſhip if he can, 
« be it true or falfe, available or not 
BY available thar is wholly to himſelf? 
And Why ſhould he be deemed the 
- Wörle Subject for maintaining à full 

ce Liberty in Faith and Practice, 1o as 
« to be Occafionally for Go D or for 
© Bail, or for both, or for n) Divini- 
wy ty at all according as he pleaſes? 
1 And why ſhould the Civil Aurborety 
ce he engaged to make it Penal, avow- 
* edly and openly to ſwerve from the 
a Service ot the true GO, aud ſet 
ce up falſe onè in his ſtead ? Since the 
* Peace and Welfare of the Publick 
* (they think) may be as well or better 
ce fecured, by ſuffering every one to 
* go on "without Teftrzinit Whatever 


de his Error be, according to the in- 
e wurd 
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« ward Conviction of his own Mind?” 

I.rx appears otherwiſe both in the Eye 
of Scripture and Reaſon; Moſes and 
the Prophets were utterly againſt ſuch 
Neutrality or Indifference in Divine 
Matters, and gave Ajurances in their 
Day that it was not the ready way 
to Proſper, but rather the Reverſe. 
Joſpua made an early Declaration to his 
People that the Lord is a jealous God, and 
in Caſe they ſhould forlake his Service 
he would turn and do them hurt, and con- 
ſume them aſter that he had done them good. 
IT would be endleſs to Recite what 

is delivered in the Old Teſtament to this 
Purpoſe ; Samucl has in few Words com- 
prehended the whole, that thoſe that 
Honour God he will Honour, but ſuch as 
diſpiſe lum ſhall be lightly eſteemed. And 
THAT People whenever they came to 
conſider matters aright, were not in- 
ſenſible, that tho' they might not Di /- 
honour 1t upon any Account, by making 
the Care of it a Pretext to be leſs Ob- 
ſervant of any the other Command- 
ments of GOD; yet to ſhew no ſuita- 


ble Concern for the inftituted Worſhni of 
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Gow, but tamely to give it up to all 
Invaders, would bring upon them the 
Juſt Diſpleaſure of Heaven. And if they 
did ſtill thus wickedly, and joined in Af- 


fouty with the People of theſe Abomi-- 


nations, God would be angry with them 


till he had conſumed both them and their 


King. Doubtleſs the righteous Diſpen- 
ſations of Heaven proceed upon greater 
Cauſes then we are able to aſſign at 
preſent; yet our own Reaſon will hum- 
bly ſuggeſt to us, that Idolatry as it 
ſhews a bolder Inſult upon the Being 
and Attributes of Go, and a more a- 
vowed Revolt from his Service than 
any moral I ranſgrefſion not deliberate 
and habitual carries with it; fo it muſt 
require a ſeverer Puniiliment as it is a 
leading Sin, an inlet to all Superſtition, 
Wickedneſs and Prophanefs. St. Paul 
Reckoning up the finful Pollu- 
tions that debar Men trom the 
Kingdom of Go p, places Idolatry a- 
mong the foremoſt. And the Product 
and ſad Conſequences of all miſplaced 
Worſhip are ſtill ſeen in the Confounding 
all Diſtinctions of Good and Evil, in 

a 
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a furious ungovern'd Zeal for a bad 
Cauſe, and the putting down and Fer- 
ſecuting what Gop, and Conſcience 
well intorm'd by his Word approve ; 
relaxing the relative Duries, ditcharg- 
ing SubjeRts, from their Allegiance, aud 
Dethroning Juſt and Pious Princes, to 
accumulate Authority and Power, and 
even the Supreamacy, and lufallibity it- 


lelf, upon an incompetent Ferfon, to, 


whom it does in no wiſe belong; and 
thus by diftrafting Men's Minds, Sub⸗ 
vert the Peace of Ggyernment and 
Welfare of Society. $9 great Reaſon 
had the Servants of Gay in antient 
Times, and will for ever have, both 
Governors and Goyerned, to adhere rg 
his Warthip as he hath erdained it in 
Spirit and Truth, and fo give him 
Thanks when they are freed from 440: 
fatry or ſuch Iniquities, as Would gb: 
ſtruck the outward Prateflion and 1n- 
ward Purity of it. 


Any if our Condition and Gireum: | 


ſtances bear a juſt Reſemblance tg fir, 
at ſuch a 701 Szaſon, it muſt call top 


ths like grateryl Aﬀectigns from us, aug 


ei, 


put us p23 the proper Methods gf 82: 
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* cnreficing unto God the Sacrifice of Thankf- 
giving. 


II. But whether or no as the State 
Religion now 1, there be any juch 
thing as Idolatry, or any Depravation of 
Faith and Worſhip, that the People ought” 
to be caution'd againſt with ſuch ardour as 
both Reaſon and Power ſhould be im- 
ploy'd, the one to Confute the Error, and 
the other to Expel the Danger, 1 the 
Ground of the preſent Enquiry. 

Tur there are various Opinions 
as to the Modes and Circumitantials 
of Divine Worſhip even among the Re- 
form'd Aſſemblies is too evident; and 
on whom theſe Differences are charga- 
ble, or how well they may be ent1- 
tuled to a Charitable {ndulgence, is al- 
together foreign to the Buſineſs in hand; 
unleſs it be to huſh ſuch Diſputes and 
Grievances for a while, leaſt they ſhould 
interrupt the Publick Feſtivity, and to 
Encourage the univerſal Remonſtrance 
againſt Offences that are of a higher 
Nature, and tend more directly to ſub- 
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( 26 ) 
vert the Eſſentials of Piety, and the 
Publick Peace. 

IN the Prayers of Proteſtants be they 
precompoſed or not, with or without a 
Form, there is no manifeſt Deviation 
or departure from the ſole Object of 
Adoration God Bleſſed for ever; and 

raiſed be his Name there can be no- 
mputat ion of Idolatiy neither on the 
one Side nor the other. In this all 
Parties are agreed, and ttis ſufficient 
to ſtifle all Jealouſtes at preſent, and 
"tis a Pleaſure to Remark this, that now 
our Sentiments and Fndeavours are unit- 
ed againſt apparent corrupt Worſhip, 
and whilſt we are Congratulating our 


joint Security againſt it, a happy Diſ- 


poſition diſcovers itſelf towards the 
cloſing thoſe needleſs Breaches, which 
alone can revive the Hopes, and invite 
the Attempts of the Common Enemy. 


Bu I as to real Idolatry, no one will 


gainſay, but as there lias been, ſo there 
ſtill may be ſuch an open Offence a- 
gainſt the Divine Majeſty, continuing 
among his Creatures to that degree as to 
adore one another ; and which is moſt 
ſtrange, 
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ſtrange, that thoſe that have Senſe and 
Thought ſhould fall down before ſuch 
Things as are not endowed with either, 
and ſo conſequently cannot afte& them 
any way for their good. 

Tunis is enough to raiſe Horrour 
and Indignation, yet probably it may 
ſo happen; for whoever confiders the 
Frailty of human Nature, will find 
it too readily eſtranged from Gop, 
and doating upon vifible inferiour Ob- 
jects. Do not the Cauſes of Idolatry 
ſtil] continue? The irxſomneſs of a per- 
ſevering Piety to depraved lempers, 
the deſire of being Sa ved by the pro- 
curing another Perſons Merits, and the 
having a Gop that one may fee and 
be familiar withal. 

TRAESE may chance to prevail not 
only in the dark Corners where there 
is no Revealed Religion received, for 
that would be no ſuch wonderful Dit- 
covery ; but even within the very 
Pale of Cbriſtianiiy. For do not the 
Apoſtles ſet forth the Foulnets and Ag- 
gra vations of it in many Places, to thoſe 


7 
they had thoroughly Converted from 


2 its 
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it? And had their Doctrine, Diſcipline 
and Inſtitutions been kept up in the 
Purity and Perfection of their firſt E- 
ſtabliſnhment, Bel muſt baue bowed down 
and Nebo ſtooped ; we might have ſought 
for an Idol throughout Chriſtendom and 
not have found the Form or foot Steps of 
any ſuch Thing. But in Proceſs of Time 
Things began to Relapſe through the 
IAnorance of Weak or Deceit of wicked 


Men, ſuch Corruptions crept into the 


Church as were of like Affinity with 
the Heathen Nations; and People fell 
in with them upon the Account of their 
inveterate Inclinations to what is a- 
greeable to their Lufts ; for it ſhall 
be granted (if that will do it any good) 
that Idolatry is of very Antient ſtand- 
ing, as 1ts Sifters Darkneſs and Diſcord 
were previous to Light and Order. 
And there are every where thoſe that 
ſtill retain an unaccountable Propenſity 
upon any Loſs or Strait to have re- 
ſort to a Conjurer or Wizard, could 
they find one, which in the Verity of 
the Word and Thing is nothing elſe 
but an Idolater. And tho' you may be 


at 


129 
at a loſs where to diſcover a Magi- 
ctan, you need not go far to meet with 
Jdolaters enow of a lower Claſs, if you 
will but Enquire into the Principles 
and Practices of the Church of Rome; 
and you need not ſpend much Time 
in the Search. For can any thing be 
more notorious than their Worſhiping 
of Saints, Angels, the Hoſt, not that 
of Heaven, but a piece of Bread, or 
a Crucifix, innumerable Images, Reliques, 
and the like Traſh, and all with a 
' Worſhip due to Go p alone? And have 
they not by doing ſo changed the Truth 
into a Lye, ſerving the Creature more than 
the Creator, GOD bleſſed for ever? 
LET them not be Stariled at the 
Charge, it has been made good againſt 
them by as ſtrong Arguments as ever 
were made ule of in any Controverſy, 
'and the Evidence in Truth and Fact 
galledged and prov'd. Which have de- 
tected a Guilt, if not of as deepa dye 
with that of the {ſrachtes when they 
totally revolted from the true Gop, 
yet at leaſt of the like Mungrel Na- 
ture with that of their next Neigh- 
1 * 


(39) 
bours the Samaritans, Who feared the 
Lord and ſerved their Graven Images. 
AND this we ſpeak not to ſet the . 
Lyon of Judab upon them, or Expoſe , 
them to the Perſecution of Men, or t. 
the Wrath of Gop: Our hearty Pray- * 
ers is that they may caſt off their In- 
novations as the Reformed have done, 
and turn from the Evil of thar Ways, | 
that they may ſave their Souls alive. 
They do not indeed boaſt themſelves of | 
their Idols, they would get clear of the 
Imputation if they could, and have in- Þ 
vented many nice Expedients of Co-me- gi 
diator , Co-anterceſſors, and the like, that j;- 
they might not be thought wholly to Se 
have robbed Chriſt of bis Honour; and ye 
leaſt they ſhould be ſaid to have for- 
{iken GO p, they own his Preſence to 
be every where, and ſay their Wor- 
hip is ever directed to him, in or 


through the Image or Statue, which | yo 
is no more than a bare Remembrancer; Co 
and that at moſt they afford theſe? 7 
Things but an inferiour Worſhip. But an 
theſe are. no better Excuſes than what giv 
might have been made ule of as wellj Bc 


by 
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by the Votaries of the Heatheniſh Su- 
erſtition. For can we think thoſe 
Formnidable People the Inland Afſyrians 
and Caldees, or the Merchant Inhabi- 
tants of the Palcſ{inc Shore, or the learn- 
ed and civilizd Greeks and Romans, 
had fo little Senſe and Ingenuity in 
them as not to diſcern a Piece of Can- 
vaſs, Timber, or Metal, however Paint- 
ed, Carved, Graven, or Molten into 
amazing Shapes, from the Immenſe and 
Inc orpor eal GOD ? And whether thoſe 
Defects and Deviations that are fo or- 
dinary among theſe pretended Catho- 
licks, 1n the Important Duty of Divine 
Service do not amount to the heinouf- 
neſs of this Charge, we will appeal for 
once to the Senſe and Underttanding 
of the common Chriſtian People. Fer 
God, or for Baal, Chuſe you this Day 
whom ye will Serve. Will you ask 
your daily Bread of the molt Rich and 
Communicative Bounty that filleth ail 
I hings living <th Plenteonuſneſs, or of 
an Angel that hath it not perhaps to 
give? Will you commit your Souls and 
Bodies to the Protection of Infinite Poꝰ] - 
cr. 


(32) 
er, or to a Saint that you know not 
if he be near you, ſo as to have any 
Cognizance of your Affairs? Would 
you ask Pardon and Grace of him that 


is mighty to Save, or lay, Holy Mother of 


God Command thy Son to Redeem us > Theſe 
Things are ſo Shocking to pious Ears, 


that it is eaſy to Diſcover what they 


Cosi, ſavour of. Wherefore my Be- 
loved flee from Idolatry, I ſpeak 
as to wiſe Men, judge ye what I ſay. 
BurT if the Caſe was not abfolute- 
ly thus, and that is an Additionary Ar- 
gument that it is really fo, the Me- 
thods and Steps that Popery and Idola- 
try have ever taken to eſtabliſh them- 
ſelves, and the Uſe and Exerciſe they 
have made of Power whenever they 
could graſp it, have been exactly the 


ſame. When outward Force cannot 


prevail, by ſecret Machinations and 
Treacheries they urge their Way and 
{tick at nothing. The forming Conſpi- 


racies againlt the State, and ſowing and 


widening Diviſons in the Church, the 
Aſſaſſinating Princes, the Subverſion of 
Governments, the Maſſacring Prieſts and 
| People, 
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People by theſe and their Abettors, 


are no rare Occurrences both in antient 
and modern Hiftory. And even at the 
height of our Proſperity, our Appre- 
henſions may remain of the Malice 
which is inherent to Popery : Which 
ſhould 1t ever hereafter reinſtate itſelf, 
muſt let in with it thoſe diſmal Ca- 
lamities that befel the Jews under the 
Inundtaĩons of 1dolatry, and much worle. 
It bereaved them indeed of the Com- 
forts of the Promiſed Land, but it muſt 
exclude us Heaven ; for we are told that 
no Idolater ſball Inherit the Kingdom of God. 


And for Temporal Evils let it be re- 


fer d to the Memory of ſome, and the 
Reading of the reſt ; if when Gop laſt 
viſited us with this ſevere Scourge, 
our Surrows were not equal to the . 


| flickions of Joſeph, when there was ns Peace 


to him that went out, nor to him that 


dame in. Zachary the 8th Chapter, and 


roth Verſe, 2 
FROM ſuch dreadful Miſeries our 
Fathers had many ſeaſonable and ſig- 


nal Deliverances, kept upon grateful 


Record: But it feems reſerved for the 
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Stability of our Times to have (we 


truſt in GO p) an abſolute Security a- 
gainſt them for the future. We need 
not trace back our Annals, or Recite 
the Mercies of the three preceeding 
happy Reigns for Motives to Tune 
our Hearts to a due pitch of Gladneſs. 
We are come under a GOVERNMENF 
which (Gop long Preſerve it) is preg- 
nant with Bleſſings of its own growth, 
the leaſt of which might furniſh forth 
juſt Matter of T hankje:vmg. I have 
confined my ſelf to the neareſt that a- 
riſes within the Limit of the San- 


" CTUARY, the moſt Noble indeed and 


Divine, and therefore the moſt Affect- 
ing of any, the Proſperity of the ge- 


nuine and fincere Worſhip of Gop. 


Other CoxonaTroNs may have pre- 
ſented us with a fingle Inſtance of this 
Sort, a PRINCE or PRINCESS Walking 
in the Fear of GoDp, and Ruling in 
the Spirit of his Might; but was it 
ever ſeen before, not only fince the 


Union, the REvoLUTIoN, the RE- 


STORATION, thoſe ſtrong and memora- 
ble Barriers againſt Popery and Confu- 
| fion, 
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fon, but even from the Bleſſed RR- 
FORMATION itſelf, that the Scepter has 
deſcended ſo placidly from the Royal 
Father to the Son, in the clear and un- 
queſtionable Right of a direct and im- 
mediate Succeflon ; a Proteſtant KING 
and QUEEN aſcending their reſpe- 
Ciive Thrones together, ſo well attend- 
ed with the Suffrages of the People, 
and Crowned with the Love and Fa- 
vour of Go'pd, Tis this that fends 
a double Echo of Joy thro' all the Na- 
tions and Colonies that Conftitute the 
Britiſb Empire, and has drawn ſo great 
þ 2 Reſort from Foreign Parts of the 
© Lovers of Liberty and Righteoutnels, 
to behold their own in our Proſpe- 
rity, and Confeſs their Expectations of 
good to redound to the Reformed In- 
1 tcreſt, by his preſent Majeſty's being 
at the Head of the Affairs of Europe. 
I bey expect it, but We have already 
t had a full Experience of it: And to 
e Þ} regulate our Joy, let us by an inward 
- 2 Motion of our Hearts direct the ul- 
| timate Glory to the inviſible Power; 
we put not a Religious T rift in the beſt 
E 2 of 
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of Princes, for that would be but Ido- 
latry, but Magnify the King of Kings 
for them as the Vicegerents of his Pow- 
er, and glorious Inſtruments of Con- 
veying his Coodreſs unto us. 

WE bleſs Go b upon this Occaſion, 
that he has given our SENATORS 
Wiſdom, and taught them to make a 
latting Proviſion for his Worſhip, in 
iettling the Supremacy and Title of 
the Defender of the Faith in that Illu- 
ſtrious Family, whoſe Righteouſneſs 
and Clemency makes us Pray ; and whoſe 
numerous and promifing Offspring in- 
clines us to hope, that Go D will grant 
them the ſure Mercies of David. O let 
them thus ever Proſper that bear fo 
good a Will to our Zion! Peace be 
wet hin their Walls, and Plenteouſneſs 
within their Palaces. 

AnD farther it is matter of Joy, 
but not of Admiration, that his PRIESTS 
Lips preſerve this Knowledge, and that 
he ſo keepeth our Jeruſalem that her 
Watchmen Wake not in Vain. For it 
can t well be otherwiſe but that thoſe 
in Stations of Arduns Duty that muſt 
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be the frſt and greateſt Sufferers in the 
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fall, will ever apply the greateſt Ala- 
crity to uphold the goodly Fabric. Is 
not our £ſtablifhment erected upon the 
ruins of Superſtition, and our whole 
Religion nothing elſe but Primitive 
Chriſtianity, entirely retrieved from the 
Injuries of dark and inſolent Ages? 
Who were they that reſtored Truth to 
its native Lineamento and Features, and 
ſealed it with their deareſt Blood? 
And after ſuch a Cloud of Witneſſes, it 
would be hard if there ſhould be any 
need of an Apology, as if their Studies, 
their Engagements, their Inclinations, 
were not ſtill the ſame. If there be 
any Surmiſe to the contrary, it may 
charitably be ſuppoſed to be owing to 
a Miſtake of the Nature of the true 
Zeal, which is never Oftentatious but 
always govern'd by Charity, and guid- 
ed by Knowledge: A ficady abiding 
Principle of Action, that whenever 
put to the Iryal, makes the braveſt Op- 
poſition ; 'tis this that has, and does 


produce fo ſound Detences of our om, 


and ſuch unanſwerable Charges againit 


the 
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(38) 
the Faith of Rome, that the World 


never yet ſaw from any other Hands. 


So that here 1s a Complaint without 
any Reaſon, an Objection without a 
Handle, that like the Prophets Ax 
muſt ſink to the bottom, for alas Ma- 
flers it was borrowed, being Forged at 
Kome, 1t was brought on Foot by thoſe 
that would dreſs up the Cbaracters and 
Offices of them that differ from.them 
as far as the World is wide in THEIR 
wretched Guiſe, to frighten ſuch as 
Seperate from 1t, leaſt they ſhould re- 
turn into the Boſom of the Church 
Eſtabliſhed, which otherwiſe they could 
not but diſcern to be the Center of 
Unity and the Bond of Peace. Thanks 
be to Go p, the Peopleare better prin- 
cipled now than to be led by ill ground- 
ed Clamours againſt Popery where 1t is 
not : by the Progreſs and Advancement 
of the Cyariry Schools, they are 


taught on which Side their real Dan- 


ger lies, can give a Reaſon for the Hope 


hat 1s in them, and Sing Praiſes to Gon 


with wnderflanding, ; 
A thare both of the Duty and Joy 


belongs 
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belongs to all but ſuch whoſe Loyalty 
and Worſhip is made a pretence to vio- 
late the Commands of both God and 4 
the King, in open Immorality and Pro- EO 

phaneſs, for if we regard Iniquity in our 
Hearts, GOD will not hear us. 

Little will it avail to have caſt out 
Idols it the Sodomite be ſti} in the Land; 
Atbeilm, and the bold denial of the Di- - 
vinity of our Saviour, will afford the 1 
Paprfts ground to retort all our Argu- 
ments, and repreſent us as Enemies to . 
Gop, and Guilty of falſe Worſhip ; if 
we caſt ſuch ſlurs upon the Proteſtant 
Faith by our Licentiouſneſs, the Idols 
will clap their Hands, and the Daughters 
of the Philittins rejonce. | 
LET holy Worſhip and holy Liv- i 

ing Inſpire and Support each other; 
thus ſhall we defy our Enemies, ſecure 
our Peace, and give Glory to God. And 
in ſo Religious and unanimous a Joy, 
we can do no leſs than approach one 
another in Amity and Love; let a Senſe 
of our common Mercies and united In- 
tereſts make us kindly affecſionated. And 
ſince the Welfare of our King and 
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Qucen is ſo deſervedly at Heart with 


us all, let there be no other Striſe or 
Contention left but how to make their 
Reign Proſperous by univerſal Obedience. 


Ihus let us like a mighty Hoſt encom- 
paſs the Ihrone of Grace with our 


joint Petitions, that this Day may be 
ever Valuable with late Poſterity, that 
Gop will continue to ſhower upon the 
Crowned Heads the choiceſt Dew of his 
Bleſſings, that his true Religion may 
ever Floriſh under their Adminiſtration, 
that noEnterprize form'd againſt them 
and it may ever Proſper; that they may 
Live to fee a happy Effect of all their 
Deſigns formed for the Publick Good; 
that the Royal Pair King GEORGE 
the Second, and Ogecn CAROLIN E, 
may remain hap ith another, hap- 
py in their Royal Iflue, happy in all 
their Subjects, and all their Subjects 
happy in them: And that after a long 
and proſperous Life ſpent in the Fear 
of God, and the promoting his Ser- 
vice, and all that is truly Virtuous and 


Good, they may inheret a Crown of e- 


verlaſting Joy and Felicity. Amen. 


— — —ꝓi˖éͤ mg 


SRI | —ͤ 


